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not interfere with tlieir conversation. Her talking re-
sources were so happy and inexhaustible, that it signified
little that her visitor, who was bound in that character to
have something to say, was silent and moody.

' My Lord,' she continued, ' has taken the Palazzo
Agostini for a term. I think we should always pass our
winters at Rome under any circumstances ; but (the Car-
dinal has spoken to you about the great event) if that
comes off, of which, between ourselves, whatever the
world may say, T believe there is no sort of doubt, we
should not think of being absent from Rome for a day
during the Council.'

4 Why ! it may last years/ said Lothair. * There ia no
reason why it should not last as long as the Council of
Trent. It has in reality much more to do/

* We do things quicker now/ said Lady St. Jerome.

* That, depends on what there is to do.    To revive faith
is more difficult than to create it.'

* There  will  be  no  difficulty  when   the   Church   has
assembled/   said   Lady   St.   Jerome.    'This sight of the
universal Fathers coining from the uttermost ends of the
earth to bear witness to the truth will at once sweep away
all the vain words and vainer thoughts of this unhappy
century.    It will be what  they call  a  great fact, dear
Lothair; and when the Holy Spirit descends upon their
decrees, my firm belief is the whole world will rise as it
were from a trance, and kneel before the divine tomb of
St. Peter/

* Well, we shall see/ said Lothair.

* The Cardinal wishes you very  much  to  attend the
Council.    He wishes  you  to  attend it as an Anglican,
representing with a few others our laity.   He says it would
have the very best effect for religion.'

* He spoke to me/

* And you agreed to go P *